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Dear Requester: 


Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect information 
exempt from disclosure pursuant to Title 5 ( United Slates Code, Section 552 (Freedom of Information Act) and/ 
or Section 5 52a (Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting subsections 
have been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page 
information sheet has been substituted showing the reasons or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited 
for withholding information from the enclosed documents are marked below: 



Section 552 


Section 552a 

SI (b)(1) 


□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(3) 

E) (b)(2) 
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□ (b)(3) 
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□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(3) 
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□ (b)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 



□ (b)(7) 


(See Form 4-694a s enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.) 


Pursuant to your request, ft Q _ pages(s) were reviewed and 7 Q _pagc(s) are being 

released, 


During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located which 

1x1 originated with another Ciovernment agency(ies). 

These documents were referred to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you 

□ contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies) t You will be advised by 
the FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the 
other agcney(ies). 
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DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

3 Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 
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□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

H Documents originated with another Government agency(ies), These documents were referred to that agency (ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

_ Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasabiiity of this information following our consultation with the other agency (ies). 
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SAC- Men York 


Diraotor, FBI 


BANSIH0Sj0flH30IT, m, 

sccaain hawks.— c > 

Maw York fllo 100-17063 


Raurlet dated Decanbor 29* 1944, wherein you pointed out 
that the security'index card for the subject is being placed in 
the investigative files since the subject had entered the Suited 
States Havy. / , ‘ ?' . ■A ^ I 

A .. i/' *. ■ ■ | .--.I. ■ 

Since the subject has exhibited such an -anti-Cmiau.'list attitude 
during the late years and furtheroore hae/beetl extroaely cooperative 
with the Government In the proseoutlon of ^known Cowaunists, the 
security Index card in the Bureau has be eh cancelled entirely* 
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JO WHIT. 
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DEC THE!!TYFIES T, FORTYNIN 


TATIMG THAT T 


CONNECTED III 


ARRY FRIDGES CASE 


LANDLAD 


cone 


ORAL QUESTION, 


RNIMG HIS HADITS 


vised Jomiso; 


E MEN WITH ANY I 


THAN TO ADVISE THEM THAT JOHNSON DID LIVE AT T 

RGCOSDHD • 21 

STATED THAT HE IS OF THE" OPINION THAT THESE TW 


ADDR. 


JOHNSON STATED THAT II 
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AR FUTURE AND WILL ADVISE THIS OFFICE 0 


AD DR 


TONIGHT FOR W 

f,tC Q.OP* 


TATED THAT HE IS LEAVI 
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VIA 7 . PAGE TVJO 


AMD WILL RESIDE AT SIR LOGAN CIRCLE, N. U., WASH, DC, APT SEVEN, PHONE 
DUPONT Oil" EIGHT SIX CUE. JOHNSON ADVISED THAT HE EXPECTS TO RETURN 
TO NYC TUESDAY, DEC TUENTYSEVENTH AMD ON JAM FIRST, NINETEEN FIFTY 
WILL DEPART FOR WEST COAST, SAM FRAU CIS CO,- TO CONTINUE TESTIFYING IN THE 
BRIDGES CASE. JOHNSON STATED THAT IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE INQUIRY BY 
THESE TWO UNKNOWN WHITE MEN JOHNS013 WANTED THIS MADE A RECORD OF IN 


THE FILES OF THE BUREAU. T HE ABOVE I INFO WAS FURNISHED TO[ 

OF THE INS THIS DATE. THE FOREGOING IS FURNISHED FOR THE BUREAUS INFO. 


NO ACTION WILL BE TAKEN BY THIS OFFICE UNLESS ADVISED TO THE CONTRARY. 
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A*J, 


Director, FBI 

SAC, New York (100-115609) 

KCUA 

Rebulet 6/6/53• 

Ola n vii nepi*H n n 


1/12/54 


: 

J. . 

J iintif 1 
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The NYO is 1 in receipt of copies of hearings before the 
House Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, 
83 rd Congress, First Session, captioned, "Investigation of Communist 
Activities in the New York City Area." 


Part 7 dated 7/8/53 and Part 8 dated 7/13,14/53 contain 
testimony by HANNINO JOHNSON (NY 100-17063)* Pursuant to existing 
Bureau instructions, «_ review of the testimony is being initiated 
and—infnrm ation on individuals referred to therein will be handle d 
accor dingly, | _ 

The estimated date of completion of the survey Is 3/12/54* 
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UNITED 


DATE 


MANNING JOHNSON 
SMC 


-'i.aS.i.t 

■a ^ - ■■ i 


attached hereto a letter directed to this office by 
Commander, Jesse Palmer Post No. 1068, Americas 
New York 30, B. y. For the Bureau's 
Information, letter has been acknowledged and he has been 

advised of nature of Bureau records which makes It 

Impossible to comply with his request, but that his Inquiry has been 
referred to the Bureau headquarters In Washington, D. C. . 
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men 


AMERICAN 

304 West 133rd Street 


Foundation 8-7904 
MEETING NIGHTS hi & 3rd SATURDAYS 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
290 Broadway 

N.Y.C. 


Gentlemen 


Will you kindly advise rae 'as to the Loyalty status of Manning 
Johnson—1536 Lexington Ave,and>who is reportedly employed at 70 Col¬ 
umbus Ave.This man has applied for membership in our Post,and his ap¬ 
plication has been challenged.We must know if his Political activities 
are of a nature detrimental to the welfare of our Country.A prompt an¬ 
swer would be appreciated to avctfd embarassment to all concerned,Thank 

you,I remain, / 

Sincerely Yours, 


oramander 
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January 13, 1954 


SAC, Hew York (65-10519) 

.$>0- % & / 

Director,TBI (100-55627 


According to referenced letter, 


has been acknowledged and he has been advised that ills inquiry 
was referred to the Bureau. : ,} . • ' ' ■ ■ 

You should have an Agent contact|^^|P^B in the 
immediate future, at which time it should be explained to him 
that Johnson furnished information to the Bureau on a confidential 
basis from April, 1942, to February. 1944, based upon his 
previous membership in the Communist Party from 1930 to 1940. 
Johnson was not carried as an employee of this Bureau and was 
paid for his assistance. 

Finally, it should be ^explained to we 

are merely furnishing this information so that^HHIHB's 
Post will be in possession of complete facts an^sinceiT is not 
within the limits of the FBI's prescribed functions as a 
fact-finding agency to make evaluations concerning the integrity 
or character of any individual, it is not possible to furnish a 
recommendation of Mr. Johnson. 

You should advise the Bureau when you have complied 
with the above instructions. 


JDD:DE NOTE OK YEEL0W: We have answered previous communications 
concerning Manning Johnson in the £bove manner. 

T»!1 ; . '•••'*' 5 " 
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HERON IS UNClASSj n^ 
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■ SECCmSKDATIOn i 

This is for information, 


AJODSKDUU : 

approximately 2:30 p,m, on this fiats, __ 

of the C r J»tna3 Division of th^D^^^^nt called the 
Bureau concerning t he Bunche case, again referred 

to Confidential Informants Johnson ano^mvzerson and stated 
the Department would like to be advised ae soon ae possible 
when Johneon andfirst furnished information con¬ 
cerning Bunche, HH pointed out that what he had in 
uind was whether VMnev^and Patterson had only recently seen 
fit to give information relative ft Bunche, or whether they 
had furntehed information previously and agaii^^^^^he 
United Motions loyalty investigation X told I 

vo« not'familiar with this and that U would requTr^^ 
considerable amount of research. Be stated the Department 
would appreciate whatever information the Bureau could 
furnish fn this connection • 


The Pew York Office has been requested to review 
its files in an attempt to determine the information desired 
by the Department > 


Jft*;- Rosen 


May 28,' 1954 



RALPH JQ2N50B BUM CHS 

LOYALTY Or EMPLOYEES OF THE UffITSI > MAT10KS 

AHL OTHER PUBLIC IMTEBNATIOXAL ORGANIZATIONS -■ 13 


mf ** 


a ted 


On the afternoon of this da of 
the Criminal Division of the Department tejepnonTca^L^commngLgate 
mVt^thc Bureau concerning the Ralph Johnson Bunche case*' ■ 

HH ad vised that a memorandum has been or is being sent f^^he 
Bureau in the Bunche case requesting information concerning 
Leonard Patterson.and, tfoth former Communist • 

Party members toho furnished derogatory information concerning 

the Untted Matt ope loyalty investigation** According 
the Department r s memorandum,< wftfcft he felt the 
Bufea^ma^not have received as yet, -referred to information 
given, by Patterson and Johnson to the effect that Bunche was 
introduced to then individually as a Communist Party member at 
a meeting of top leadere of the Party fraction of 
Megro Congress held in Washington,- D*- C,y in 1935 
indicated the memorandum requested that the DepartaeTto^^^ 
advised as to the availability of Johnson and Patterson for 
testimony .- Be stated that he. was -calling to suggest that upon 
receipt of this memorandum ,. the Bureau give tt as expeditious 
attention as possible in view of the interest of the Department 
in the Bunche case .. ■ 


/ y Ewpuuc f u is 


Hi chain - 

BcI&obi- 

CUfK —- 

Giotto.- 

-Mvtbo - 

Kosen - 

T rmey -- 

Geany —- 

Mohr . . . - 

Timerrotrd — 
r "le. Room — 


i uid _ 

files,' since it vat fe 


that he should cAec* the Department's 
hat all pertinent information concerning 
Johnson and Patterson at to their background and reliability 
had already been furnished to the Department .< I also ad vised 
fcts that a ntxorandifB dated May 27, 1954, had been sent to the 


Ll>! 




orandum i i 
was also (f , 
’Of Johnson l 
tetion,, Ij 
in from the \ 


Department with the in format to 
referred to above mentioned by 
,ad vised tfcat the request regar 
end Patterson is receiving attention.. In this connection,! j 
immediately upon receipt of the referenced memorandum fro* the 
Department, the Mew York Office was ielephonically requested 
to contact Johnson and Patterson regarding their availability; 
and,, by atr-tel dated May 28, 1954, tftt Mew York Off tee advised 
that both Johnson and Patterson had indicated that they are 
available «, Th t g__ inf g roat ton was immediately incorporated into 
a xenoraiwlif* to Mr.Olney dated May 2Qj_ 1954 * ■ e , 

zjif'Q i 7"/7 1 ) 1 00 "• 0 5 C:_ j | — 
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June i. 1934 


Ur* Be sen 


RALPH JOHNSON BUS CHE 

LOT AIT T OF EMPLOYEES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

AND OTHER PUBLIC INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS - J B 

s^jh vso/v 

Reference is~rtdde"-to- my memorandum dated Ma^^8^^Q54 
ting a call on the afternoon of that date from fl 
■■ of the Criminal Division of the Department regaraw^^We 
first time Confidential Informants Manning Johnson and Leonard 
Patterson furnished information to the j5yj£^^^oncerntny ItancAe 
On the afternoon of May Sdth, Supervisor^BKKjKtKKm of the 
Mew Tork Office, calling in the absence o^^SH^^acTennan, 
telephontcally advised that, the i nformant /ties on Patterso n 
and Johnson in the New. T^rk Office had. been reviewed and there. 
wae~ no indication that eTtherfohnsgn or Pgttejr&Qji bad fumis he. 


Te prior to their interview in the 


'his information is 


reported iited "J VaiTohs Loyalty Program) case on 
Bunchs* H|^[was advised that every effort should be 
made to d^eraTn^^Voa any other files tn the office whether 
Ihitterson and -Johnson had previously furnished information 
regarding Bunchs • Be stated^this would be done j and an air* 
tel sent to the Bureau immediateupon completion of their 
checks* 


On the morning of June 1 * 1954, 
Hew Tork Office and taijfctt' 

Ur, UacLennan ’s desk * I 
had been conducting resea 
if the results had been * 
on this date, Supervisor 


■ a doised that ■n^^^f^Tar^Office 
Ten on this and he would cheek to see 
ubmi±te^*^the Bureaui Subsequently 
lHI advised that an air-tel 
fey evening advising thaj 
iles f ^ as well 0 3 the_^ind icee, had 
ing John&on~and Pattersonhad furnished 
u nch e pri or .to.. their inis r vVewe'i n 


BE COMMENDATION 


ToUoo 


Thts is for information and the Department is being 
advised of the results of this search • - //rfj — 
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STAKCJAJiD FORM NO. B4 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI (100-55627) 
Iac, New York (65-10519) 


DATE 




subject: MANNING JOHNSON 

FORMER SECURITY INFORMANT 




Rebulet 1/13/54 


Commander, Je 
va^contacted by SA 


1068, America 
on 1/19/54-1 

Post Office a 


In accordance with rebulet, advised that 

MANNING JOHNSON furnished Inf orm at Jtoi^T^tne Bureau on a confidential 
basis from April, 1942 to February, 1944* based upon his previous 
membership In the OF from 1930 to 1940- It was pointed out that 
although JOHNSON was paid for his assistance he was not an 
employee of the Bureau* • - 


■who expressed thanks for the cooperation of 
the FBil^w^T^i^^Post of the American Legion, was advised that the 
above information was being furnished solely for the purpose of 
supplying the American Legion with the facts involved, and that 
in no sense were any evaluations or recommendations being made as 
such would be outside of the prescribed functions of the FBI* 


KCOROeS-33 


hi 






35*HS:^ r 
Hr * v 


| ! i 
"I. O «:! 




Office Meih- \-mdum 

** * ’’Jy 
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RebuletT 12/23/53. 


On 12/31/53, SA 1 
Comini 8 si oner. Insurance Dep! 



en 


'contacted 
of New York” 



Deputy 
r e with 


Bureau instructions orally acknowledged that agency's letter of 12/16/53 
re JOHNSON. 

Jwae furnished the information re JOHNSON which referenced 
letter authorized and, per instructions, he was informed that the Bureau was 
making no recommendation as to either clearance or disapproval in this 
matter. 

, i 

pwas contacted inasmuch as this office has had very cl 
satisfactory contact with him for the last three years in re the IVO. 
advised that the manner of acknowledgement was entirely satisfactory ah 
he was in position to state that the needs of his department have been satisf: 
in this instance. 
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Mr* Tolson__ 

Mr* Boardmaii_ 

Mr* Nichcis__ 

Mr* Belmont,_. 

Mr* Harbo_ 

Mr* Mohr __ 

Mr. _ 

Mr* Rosen__ 

Mr, Tamm . 

Mr*, Shop__ 

Mt* Winterrowd 

Tele* Room_ 

Mt. Holloman,_ 

Miss Gandy__ 


The swanky Theodore Roose-j 
velt Jr* post of the American' 
Legion has split wide open on! 
admitting to membership a for- J 
mer Communist who was a im*$ 
tional Negro organizer for the, 
party, the World-Telegram and' 
Sun learned today* 

, In a stormy meeting last night 
at the Press Box Restaurant/ 
h 139 E. 45tli St, some 120 mem-; 

■ bcrs of Post 1755, m'ost of them' 
advertising and business exec- 
t utives In the mtdtown area, 
refused to jd veJimimirnQUs an- , 
proval to the membership nomi ¬ 
nation oi Manning -Johnson, the. 


Bitter Accusations* 
Opposition to Mr, Johnson 
.centered around his testimony 
before a U.S, loyalty board on 
Dr* Ralph Bunche, Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and head of the, 
Trusteeship Department last 
May. 

Members attending the meet¬ 
ing last night said that ^eyer al 
Negro_members vehemently ob - 
J^^dTo^r/lQh^onTlpproval 


will not comment on the nature 
of the controversy^ but added; 

* "Mr, Johnson's nomination 
was pot confirmed, . A resolu¬ 
tion was adopted calling lor a 
mail poll of the post's member¬ 
ship to see If Mr. Johnson would 
be voted in." , 

A former commander of the 
post, Fred Benham, said that 
Mr. Johnson, long ago cleared 
as a former Communist by the 
Department of Justice, had been 
nominated by Archibald Roose¬ 
velt*' Tflr* BehhinT aiso^^safd, 
MGF3f Roosevelt sent him a tele- 
grajg&t^tiip meeting. "He told 
me that&^waa get¬ 

ting out o! the LegionT^^Ir, 
Johnson is* not accepted,"/ said” 
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. Re Washington Field air-tel, 2/23/55* / . * . 

... * * ( * f 

Re MANNING JOHNSON 

■ t ’ 1 ■ , 

In regard to pending perjury grand Jury hearing of 
captioned subject, MANNING JOHNSON»S main files were reviewed 
at New York for derogatory background information and payments 
received from the FBI in the event JOHNSON is to be utilised 


as a witness. 


*.‘V .:-.••••• 

* 4 . **■ ~ 1 
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■ * *M * 


Derogatory Information > 

C> 

In April 1942, MANN I NG JO HNSON advised that he was single, 
never having been married, but that he has a daughter seven 
years old who resides with him. JOHNSON advised that he was 
arrested during a atreet demonstration in Buffalo, N, Y., in 
1932, in which he was charged with a misdemeanor and fined. 

• On 11/24/53, MANNING JOHNSON voluntarily appeared at the 
New York Of floe and furnished^photostat1c copies of his past 
arrest record in Erie County, Buffalo, N. Y. The photostatic 
complaint reads as follows} 

On one 

Buffalo, N^i^^'lled a complaint in the City of~B 
County, State of New York, before JOSEPH AL KOLASSE, 
the City Court of Buffalo, charging MANNING JOHNSON 
to property to the extent of one hundred dollars. On 
the Jury returned a verdict of not guilty before Hono 
Judge JOSEPH J. NELLY .In the City Court of Buffalo, V. Y. 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
HZ 100-25784 


; • -In 1930 at Buffalo, N, Y.> MANNING“JOHNSOU was - 

arrested for willfully delaying an officer In the performance 
of his duty, whieh charge was dismissed, 

* i 

In 1938 at Now York City, he was arrested for 
disorderly conduct in connection with the Horn and Hardart 
strike, which charge waa dismissed. * . 

4^ ■ 

On 9/20/48 * immigration aiid • l 

Naturalization Service^lTei^Zor^u^y^advised that he had 
talked to MANNING JOHNSON and that JOHNSON showed him a 
subpoeni^^^^^^^J^^Ja^^^zncnj^sd ordering him to appear in the 
case of jury and naturalization 

matter. ifccorain^z^™|HBB^H JOHNSON "blew up" and said 
that his current employmen^was now ruined inasmuch as he had 
been served the subpoena in the stock room of his employment 
and that his notoriety as a government witness would be clear 
In the minds of the union officials at his employment. 

JOHNSON was very angry because he has been "used" by the 
government and state agenoies'-and other committees as a ' > 
witness so often that he has had considerable trouble In 
obtaining work. 


It Is noted that MANNING JOHNSON allegedly admitted 
under oath that he had lied not only In the ease against 
STEVE NELSON but also when he was a witness In the suit 
brought against the International Workers Order in New York 
/City in that he did not tell the truth qbout his previous 
connections with the FBI, 

,-r \ V ;.-V - r., T 

. 7 In the final edition pf the "New York Pest", dated 
1/30/55, an article appears entitled, "Legion Post is Asked 
to Reject Ex-Red Who Accused Dr. Bunche." The article states 
that a Harlem post of the American Legion demanded that 
HANNING JOHNSON, ex-Communist accuser of Dr. RALPH BUNCHE, be 
barred from proposed membership in the Theodore Roosevelt 
Post of the Legion. - 


As of 4/23/42, MANNING JOHNSON ha$ received 




Letter to Director, FBI 

NY 100-25784 


coinponsation at the rate of $25'par week. From 7/31/14-2, he'*.' 
had received compensation at the rate of $35 a week. During 
March 1943* he was paid compensation In the sum $155 and $30 
for travelling expenses. As of April 1943* MANNING JOHNSON 
had received compensation at the rate of $35 a week up to 
2/24/44* It will he noted that authorization to pay the 
amounts indicated above were received from the Bureau, but 
in some Instances there is no indication or receipts In the 
file indicating that JOHNSON actually received these payments 
MANNING JOHNSON received compensation and travel expenses on 
1/12/49, in the amount of $91.29* and bn 1/24/49# he received 
$120,35* He also received $15 expense money from the Buffalo 
FBI Office on I/17/49. 
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Jrf ;connection with a letter appearing in the 
"Washington Post and Times Herald" for March 4, 1955, ccTfittoned 
n Truth and Justice ^jnemoranda have been prepared concerning 
Paul Crouch, Manning Johnson and Thad Mason, all of who m have 
furnished i nfcTtna tT&yf^tv^KI^Bur eau in the past. These *n 
randa are attached. 





and 



Paul Crouch has been associated with the Co) 
ment f rom about 1925 to 1942,^- He discontinued hie relationship v \ 
following differences he had with a Communist Party functionary 
j an,d 1 n 1947 began to furnish ^information to the Miami Office, tie- 
‘has been paid a total of $984, He has testified be/o>e oorioua ' ^ 
Congressional committees and has been used as an expert witness 
in numerous trials and hearings, His reliability^haa been^ 
attacked by the Alsop brothers, Drew Pearson andsoShbrs who have*'; 
stated that Crouch is an unreliable witness. Craucji has denied ~ 
all such allegations and on August 2, 1954, made a’pressreleaserv - " 
concer'jiny a -‘libel suit to be filed against the Al.sop brojphjsfrs \ 8 
the -Hew WrL^jrjJd mtot,' \/M_ t&t 

tA I-ii. . JNDEXED-oo I N0T RE cordeo • J Jk ■$,' ^ 

Manning Johnson was a Commun^si i ^iiyHi^^e i ^m.ber from lv30;f ^ 
*to 19.39 and a Bureau i nformant from April, 1942, to t Februdry, o 

?1944, when he entered the United States Navy. _ A fter, discharge V ^ 

, ^ from the Navy, Johnson was used by the~Tffliiigration and Natural isa\ i 7z 

/ r% y ‘‘.tifofi Servian as a consultant and witness, Johnson furnished . ^ 

.(/ derogatory-information concerning Dr, Ralph Bunche in a Unite c 
. pNaOions loyalty investigation, stating that Eunche had been 
introduced .to him as a Communist Party member in 1935, The 
y AlAgp ^brothers claimed Johnson had given false testimony reyai 
''/Jingj&ynche, _Bunche later was cleared by the Loyalty Beard, 

positive indi ca$[td§\ 
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wehave not made any re-evaluation of the reliability of 
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Concerning Thad Mason, however, it is to he noted 
that this individual has admitted testifying falsely before 
the Senate Internal Security Subcomaitte e in 1953, Mason, 
during his testimony, alleged that he had been engaged in 
espionage and. later admitted that these allegations were false 
and were for 'the purpose of enhancing the aaJe of a proposed 
book . Extensive investigation was conducted; however, the 
Department, by letter dated November 30, 1954, declined ■ 
prosecution of Mason for perjury . Inasmuch as Mason admitted 
perjury, Bureau files containing information furnished by him. 
were corrected to show his unknown reliability and other agencies 
which had received information furnished by Mason were also 
advised of the unknown reliability of Mason as an informant. 




Regardtng the writer of the letter appearing in the 
"Washington Post and Times Herald-- -on 1'arcfc 4, 1955, this 
person is undoubtedly ident 


several 

\Communist front organisations, including the Friends of the 
Soviet Union, the American Committee for the Protection of 
jf’oreipn Born, the Committee for Peaceful A1 ternati ves to the 
Atlantic Pact and others. 



RECOMMENDATION: 


This is submitted for your, information, 
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March I?, 1955 


MA1INXNG JOHHSO!? 


r A 



Manning Johnson vas a member of the Commonlst 
- Party from 1930 to 1939 and vas used as a paid Bureau 
informant from April, 1942, to February, 1944, at which 
time he entered the United States Navy. He has not been 
used as an informant since that time but has been contacted 
from time to time for information in his possession 
concerning Communist matters. After his discharge from 
the United States Navy Johnson vas used by the Immigration 
and Naturalisation Service in many deportation cases. (100-55627-19) 

* j 

The testimony of Manning Johnsoh in the case of S 
Alfred H. Bohlinger versus the International Workers Order'~'~\ * 
before the Supreme Court, County{of JJsw_JEprk, reflects that ) 
Johnson vas a witness from February 2 to February 5* 195l» ^ 

Under cross-examination he vas questioned at great length ■ * 
concerning testimony previously given by him in the G erhard 
Ei sler cas e and at the Dm ytryshyn hearings conducted by 
the immigration anfl Natural izatlon Servic e. The defense 
attorney charged that Johnson perjured his testimony in 
the above-mentioned cases. This was aifeaied by Johnson. The 
defense attorney moved to the court that Johnson be committed 
for perjury; however, the court denied the application pointing 
out that the records in the Eisler case and the Dmytryshyn * . 
hearings reveal that the.courthad ruled that Johnson did not ' 
give perjured testimony. (100-55627-20) 


In the-S-t-eve- ■Kel-soa-S.t ate Sedition tr ial In 
Pittsburgh-. Penn sylvania T in April, 1951 -1 Johnson admitted in 
, cross-examination that in a previous case on the vest coast 
-j in 1945 he had not told the truth regarding the furnishing 
1 of reports on Communist activities to any Federal agency. This 
case vas a deportation case against N at Yanlsh, Advertising 
Manager of the "Daily People* s World .* in his testimony at 
Pittsburg^ - JofinsoS said thaTTsince'he had given his premise 
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation to maintain secrecy, 
in his opinion it would not be a- violation of any .oath if he 
maintained such secrecy for security of the nation. (100-55627-19) 
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As Johns mi was appearing before the Subversive 
Activities Control Board in September. 1951* the above 
information concerning Johnson’s testimony In the Steve 
Kelson State Sedition trial was furnished by letter dated 
September 2b $ 1951, to Assistant Attorney General James M. 
Kclnerney of the Criminal Division of the Department of Justice. 
The Assistant Attorney General was also advised that Johnson 
was instructed, as are all informants, to maintain the informant 
relationship as confidential' but no instructions were given 
td him or to any informants to deny the relationship under 
ohtei 4 (100-56627-18) • " , / • 

Attril 21. 1951. Issue of the ’’People’s World 11 
contained an article entitled*Yes , Tiled, FBI -Witness 
./ Admits on Stands This Article reflected In substance the 
testimony of Johnson in the Bteve 'Kelson case during which 
he admitted lying under oath. .The April 20, 1951 , i«snn of 
th e "Dail y Korlce r^-And the Ap ril-2?, 1 95 1 r .Tc«n« of th* 

, Pittsbur gh "Courier. " a weekly Begro newspaper in -Pittsburgh, 

* r Pennsylvania, ’ contained articles identical* in substance to 
the article which appeared In the-"People*s World as 
mentioned above. ( 100-55627 — 19 ) ; . 


Cta July 2,‘195Wattorneys from the Criminal Division 
6f the Department of Justice contacted the Dorsad concerning 
Leonard Patterson and Hanning Johnson, 'former Communist Party 

members who 1 furnished -derogatory infprmation concerning _ 

Dr. fialph^Johnson Bunche in a United K&tlons loyalty investi¬ 
gation. vfidnebe was Director, Office of Assistant Secretary * 
General, Department of,Trusteeship and Information~- 
Hon-Self-Governing Territories. United Batlons Secretariat, v 
Hew York, Bev York. The -Departmental attorneys referred to 
information given by Patterson and Johnson to theef feet-that 
Bunche had been introduced>;to then individually as a Communist 
Party member at a-meeting -df -top leaders of theffturty 'fraction 
’ of. the Rational Begro -Congress held in Wkshtagton^D* *C* , in 
1935* The Department was -Interested in determining whether 
there might possibly be moime perjury Involved in connection 
with the testimony ^of Johnson and Patterson before the Inter¬ 
national OrganlxatlWmplovaas Loyalty Bewlew Beard* (l3b-l4-308) 




The July 2, 1994, issue of "The .Washington Post" 
contained an article written by the Alsop brothers,- c o l u mnists, 
which article contained, verbatla quotations from the transcripts 
of the h ear in g on Bunche* -./The article alleged That ; Johnson ; 
and Patterson gave false testimony concerning Bunche before 
tee Loyalty Bearing Board* /The article further stated that a 
transcript of thenbarings was forwarded to the Department of 
Justice "for investigation of perjury*" The Departmental * 
attorneys requested that Johnson and Patterson be reinterviewed 
by the Bureau* (138-14-308) 4 ^-" 

- 2 - 




Johnson vas reinterviewed on July 7> 1954, In 
connection vlth the request from the Department and he 
reiterated statements made to the Bureau when Interviewed 
during the United Nations loyalty investigation of Bunche. 

He referred to the article by the Alsop brothers, mentioned 
above, and stated it vas part of a planned program to discredit 
ex-Coiamunists who have been testifying as Government witnesses* 

He expressed willingness to cooperate with the Bureau and a 
desire to assist the Bureau at any time. Additional investigation 
did not result in the obtaining of further evidence either 
confirming or refuting their testimony. 

A report reflecting the results of the Interview 
with Johnson was furnished by letter dated-July 9> 1954, to 
the United States Civil Service Commission 1 ; and to Assistant 
Attorney General Warren Olnpy, III. (138-14-313) 3 -* 

On February 21, 19?£, the Attorney General transmitted 
a letter to the Bureau entitled "Ex-Communists as Witnesses." 
Th^y^y^^m^g^^cted information concerning theyunrellability 
D of and others and requ ested the Bu reau to mark 

its records to show the unreliability ofJ 

The memorandum stated that Assistant Attorney General i 
Tompkins will, complete his report as toi whether the action of 
Leonard Patterson and Hanning .’Johnson in the Ralph Bunche case / 
requires any additional action in that proceeding and whether 
it requires any reappraisal of their- reliability as Government 
witnesses in future proceedings*. Ho action vas requested of 
the FBI by the Department in the above-mentioned memorandum 
and the Department is in possession of alt reports in the 
Bunche case# 

It is to be noted that on May 28, 1954, the 
Chairman of the InternatiordLOrganizations Employees Royalty 
Board advised the Bureau that the Loyalty Board had cleared 
Bunche on that dated (138-14-31^) 4 - 




ield* 


Assistant Attorney Oensral 
*i Ilian J% Tompkins 
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Assistant Untied State* Attorney Hits, Xatshtagton, £ m C, t 
ha a advised cur flachingten Field Office that pretentotton of 
tMs case to the Federal Brand Jury has been postponed indefinitely 
pending oone (deration whether the facte teerrant euoh action, 

%r, flits ate ted that the fallowing tniivtdualB would bm eubpoenced 
as ifovernnent wttneoee* if protecotion to nnderxekent 


The following information relating to these persons 
appear* in our filest 


NOT RECORD'D 

/ nummary of information tn Bureau /i/iMr^SnairiaSSiyJ 
wda furnished to the Criminal fliotsicn of the Department by rntmoruiuum 
dated September 88 t 1930, 
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lour attention in invited to manor outturn, from the Atterna y/ r '-A 
General dated Pebruory SI, I&55, entitled ^fx^Communtate a* 

Minted that your office &sa preparing a report eenaeroing the^' 
reliability of Leonard Patterson and Vanning Johnson as Government fiV-. 
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HOTS ON TSLLOlf In view of the veiima of information set forth hatpin 
and axohanpeti of oorraspondanoe mtth AAO Tompktns 3 this memorandum 
i» diraotad to him rather than the Attorney General, 
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Immigrate Hid llWW'jaiUliWi UimiiV UmaulUWU, HUB «1 bo expressed 
their dies attraction with part-time employment and kav« indioated that 
they night no longer cooper ainformation. to the Immigration 
end Naturalisation Service* stated that ha believes HANNING 

JOHNSON (BTflla 65-1051?) (BuHT^JSSsiJz ) could be poreueded to continue 
toiumieh information to government agencies* ^ 

reiterated that the above Inf emotion wee * 

"off the record* In that he did not w^Leh to be quoted concerning any 
of the Information he famished. /<■ ') 1 


Jwaa again oontaoted by the KTO on 3/23/55 
and he again advised that he eould not furaleh any Infarmstlcn to the 
FBI because of being discharged by the Immigration end Natural!ration 
Service) Be Stated that he will not cooperate with any government agency 
until such tfcTKasitte Attorney General of the United States changes his 
attitude concerning the eoplpymwxt of consultants ty the Immigration and 
Katurallaatlon Service* ■ *' 


The above la being furnished to the Bureau for information 
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rz&FTmys mMB&Mfl n’« f*3te * 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


^EX-COMMUNISTS AS WITNESSES - ’&-&W .»*£©« 

JSiplilfe 

’* Thl* la -ft status-report on the above subject, "and contains., 
filnstructlqa® as to future steps to be taken, : In addition to the Mffii 
/instructions for narking files set forth In my memorandum of February 
£21^1955* ' . : ■ -■ 


.iters 


$$$$* > r : > r ; :?£ - ■-?*$.?}»% .pa 

The FEE has furnished Internal 
. of the oases In which evidence 


,; ( a) Employee security cases 
Security, on >Iarch 2. 1955, a 1; 
furnished by was used/^ 
security cases, or similar ccsei 
notify Internal Security. 


uas used/-:. If FBI finds additional such employee 
or similar, cases other.than employee cases, itwill ; J 

Security. - ■ > . o . V*‘ ‘ 

. -,v i t S t ^T" '' T ; 1 v y.f-^ Vri 

c;. ^Internal Security is to advise the appropriate government 
agency of each such case, recommending & review. Internal Security. 
'•'^-,:'^o. l .. V •'” to advise me of the action taken in every one of these eases. ./ 

■;- V. _V ; V • ‘ " ' ?(b) INS Cases . INS used in one case (see memorandum to 

(me dated February 24, 1955) and since hie testimony was corroborated, 

.: -$ and the defendant refused to testify, the case will not be reopened. J 


• ( c ) Report of Messrs. Tompkins and Lumbard on 
to cover (i) 


This is 

disposition of Court cases, /6ACB cases ana employee 
security cases in which Matusow was involved, including recommended 
courae for future steps. ■*!&*,:« fc r ,„w« K^sl 

(11) Evidence of Communist plot against the Department of 
Justice, or any part thereof, and of campaign against Government 
informants end witnesses, is disclosed ty study of matterB. 

I (ill) Recommendations as to discipline of any Department of 

Justice eomlovea who did not maintain proper standards in preparing 
or using in behalf of the Government. In this connection 

INS 1 * wfwiT'anatna of February 24, 1955 states that I1IS decided not to 
use as a witness after April 8, 1954 "on receipt of informa¬ 

tion that the subject had written letters to his wife in which he 
stated that he had committed perjury in testifying regarding communism." 
Were the FHT and Internal Security notified of thin nt. the time. 
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| . /'/ , Mfessiohal employee re Responsibility of Trial Attorney or Prosecutor 
Wmm i-foT Reliability of Witness (along the lines set forth in memorandum 
V>-' ?%£rom Mr. Rankin to Mr. Rogers, 'dated March 10, 1955)? ' 

■ ■■ ■•■-■’ - n , , . ■■,'■■■'■■ 

‘ ty‘l’ (d) SACB Cases . $was used in four cases (see Mr. Tompkins 

memorandum to me, dated March ! 17, 1955). ' . 


In the wiw wwornaent asked the Court of Appeals 
to disregard his testimony in toto, after which the Court decided the 
appeal in our favor. 


case The Board found in our favor, stating that 
testimony in toto. 


In the cane, nr. iony.MM.aB crates 

could be stricken -without affecting the Government* e case 


Internal Security should advise me as to its action on this 



I : 


In the case, Mr. Tompkins states testimony 

could be stricken without affecting the result of the case. 



Internal Security should advise me as to its action on thLe 

subject. 
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matters , 
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^^^ij-Jtr. ’Olney'should advise me as'to'vhethsrprosecutd nn •*?- 
jSf f rf £UL 'warranted by reason : of - die closures in the 

' ■ • • , ■■ . ■ > ■■■•■. ■' .-: .' ■ 

J^wTII '/>’(**) T* 1 ® FBI advised me (February 24/1955) jvas never use 

ilsil II as on* informant. I >1\. ■■ -* :.•• */v < ,-/> ^..' : ft* -1^'* ‘ 'itwaifi 

S’-’ ! '' V ,(e) Internal Security advised me fras never used ty it ae 

If ■ ffffplllf ii ' . •: 

f :,. , * V>i (d) INS adviced me (March/2, ^L 9 «Ubf 8 deportation cases and 
fsfyK one denatur»H eation case in which jVae used as a witness, f 

. . ..- Also that will not hereafter db used by INS as an informant 

or witness. - . ■ , 


: -- ^ One of the deportation cases v i. is to be re- 

, Iif ; opened on motion of TNfi. and IBS should advise me of the result. ; f 
A second case ^ '/was terminated by BIA. In the > | 

I- remaining 6 cases, tine record has been reviewed end upon re commenda- 
tion of General Swing these cases will not be reopened because he 


states the evidence is sufficient without consideration of 
testimony} or in cases still open, testimony will ve ore- 

regarded. 


As to the denaturalization. General Swing is to advise me 
case). 


case. 


Neither FBI, nor INS, nor Internal Security used her as an 
informant or witness. 


Mr. Olney will keep rae advised as to developments in the 
indictment of for perjury growing out of FCC case. 


case and 


case. 


) INS advised me on March 16, 1955 that It has now ceased using 
as informants or witnesses. 
















•^UNITED :STATE^OQVERNMENT : 

' ; : ■ " ; w DATS: 


FROM *> M.; 

• ; y ! * ■#$£&* 

SUBJBCTiMfi 

. ■ i- * 


ieneral Swing should: Bubalt hi© Recommendations LtO\ me as to 

!■■ -1- t. I- a * ^ p.1 p 4 M . a pp pp Pi PP p • *l_ — — — u '__ _ .■ _ _J ' . ‘ 4 


j? | &b informant or witness. .- ;. . , <K?f *sr■' . - v, 4 , St*.-?,r ■■: ^^-■ 

InternAlvSecurity-; states ^testified in two SACB cases. 

In one $cese, it is stated his^testimony could be stricken ;, 

# r in ite entirety without weakening the case, and It is recommended the 
'$k *case not be reopened. ;v(In the other { '^cass* it is stated It : . .V 
■'i-i Is• believed hie testimony is,credible ; fend it.-Is .recommended the ■ ' 
-.case not be reopened. > : 

^VVV v ■ yr' -■ v x - % - , . ., t „in# ■ -■ 


Tompkins ‘should* advise! me a© *to ’Esther Swag used 

^Mn any other cases; also whether was ever used in 

any cases. :■ 

W‘ x 3% :pc -' . 1 '■ 1 -• ■," ffr$r : ■ >'■■ * ':•?. • * • K "■» 

f t| \ Also, the IEI should advise aB to.whether evidence from 


Leonard Patterson and Manning Johnson 


■fc: • ■ 

C ;£%'\ 


On March 9 f 1955 Internal Security advised me that it concluded 
\ "there is no reason to question the reliability of either Johnson 
or Patterson with respect to the information they have furnished 
regarding these cases* and that "in each case the possible future uee 
of these individuals as witnesses should be decided in the light of 
all the circumstances". 


Mr. Rogers should advise me as to his opinion on Patterson 
and Johnson, and particularly as to whether we should now answer 
the inquiry as to them from the International Organizations 
Security Board. 


4-41 
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V. V- -'V - ■ 4*-* 1 A 

deni we have fan .FBI smart 
enough to IttfJ irate their or j 
* (cmiiits t f ■' t i * a< 1 ftt ■* n?l lab) d 
evidence fnrv;mT-iAnd ln fhe 
hght pi the jp^spiil'ycu, havt 
been prrarh fn^.-how rauijfcu 
riow attempt io plowing* <M 
Any-akun k :wbo ’loiaJly- s;UA 
scribed to jJwxTcrcfnuhSst c$T’ 
b piracy . aad Anew *r;xohten£s J 
that he did not flav>w th#'>oi,v 
was lo a d pft ? : J>? nf t “Vou J Jr t* <\, 
> o ur own materi al f■ V :* ■ ■_' : A; 
', AA vV r* '-'AA1 ~' J ‘ 

l $toAzi> is aabnSr soN^-t*- 1 

jng ah brono^ably ‘rfjsi^arjetl 
.World War HvetcrarAL*. elig^ 
Jble for I/\gjon merriirr^hlp* 
3Far from having JuM 
the RWdnst-fra!!, he haaTb^rn 
fighting the Communist coil* 
pplracy ever since beJefl th^! 
■ party in iMO. Moter^yer/Jfpr. 
severai year he has been a 
pan merit of Justice operative, 
working for the Bureau, of 
Immigration And NaturallzaA 
lion, and has been proved .to 
be honesh'reliable and trutty 


; ties* The xarm&catlons of* tf\e ; t 
- ^Crnn^nis nJf t nro^pl racy ( which V 
.V^nelddes A ore b ;;cryptoCom- AA 

■& tnies, - fellow-treyclets '.:«nlj 

; Adujies than jsinua). party ipepf^ V'v : A-5 
^ fcrrs) are ao extensive andjtji A" 
■j t . tactics &p >le vejr. tha t vA U; q u t,, ‘ V ^v A A 
A i the a 14 nit f ormer ; XJomni u nist 
A T thyme mb er$, m p 1 es apd. ti n- ^IvAr i 
-" dergrourid agents^:'HA<t>u 1<3 ■ Air-; ^ F i 
A- .'never be a topped, Aa 

iVAvATh aJ;most T ;v effect t: V: tes tJ;:- 
jfi rrtony .:<-* I way ^ comes ,v f yo rri f£~r ■; ,;A< 
t: > t h o &e >Hvh o ■ fve ! been in <tdr?v; A-j 
n-: This" to th'e^.V; SA^fate 
: J> e pa il m ^r. t ^ WltoTel rt cdjy 

■A ’ welcomcsevery Soviet cltiien * 

';; who. di»fects to;the:West :«Lpd 
^ tells what he "or .she khA;?;^ 
-_\Ve ' WTikild be' virtually help- 
■, }esst • p \V7th ou t - deferd ng ^ Com* 

A> miinlstl m\, home ^nd a broad,Tf 1^5 ; yyt 


^ , 'TlfKSE ’ nft\\~E 'rmtin :'and 

women w;ho actually risk theirA^ 

. Uvea are 'demonstrating their 'iS'A 
■ patriotism far .more than A Aj* 
At! lose who only.. ten d cr . a n Ua^ jj ;a 
• 'A: Communist !ip C^aervice* J \Ve AaA, 

:' A* ;*■ f orgn ye a former' Pres i d en t; f j if' 
>/ and a sitting Supreme Court A?jA 
► a. Justice ior having -belonged AAkA 
to the Ku KluxjXianAifo why ,:^ 
a/: be so ti^endingly .anUgonlft-^jfA'- 
S to; thpae who, admlttlngi^^T 
- J ;;> having erred, are rtow ,;flghb Alfs; 

^;ing in the front ranks 
’ ' ‘ mjlsh the 1 Red ■ 


&>v; 


1 Ills efforts'have, helped to 
convict or deport rnar.y Reds, 
He >deserve* ^ commendation 
rather than A coiidemnatioix 
and would be a valuablo aaset 
to any vet eraaV group which, 
like‘the Legion, carries bn In¬ 
tensive anti-sub vers ion actlvi* 




^ All V 























amn 


fcijrector e 'J. ^uuertfl Bureau bf Iijves tlgatio : 


y*/\ DAT Ti 


from ■ William F. Tompkins, Assistant Attorney Gener 
* : , v Internal Security,Divisi 

Wv ; s. . ; ;^ 1I ;. '<* ■?-;iV+:V?£ 

“ -' •*’ 'iV'" ■-*?' 1 * . •■ f '■.**.■■ ■■-'■ S ■•: •*.;• < \J m 

subject- Witnesses Used in'Subversive Activities Cases 


„;■/ Reference ie made to. your :memorandum, dated April .1, 1955* 
wherein you set forth infdrraatico reflecting upon the reliability *V-v;Yv 
of witnesses, 'in addition to that - -information contained in my 
memorandum of -March* Hi 1955. to the Attorney General concerning 
8/i witnesses :who have testified or. may testify in proceedings '. .V -■V';.' 
before the Subversive Activities Control Board, i f . s : i •- 


The* following additional information concerning witnesses used 
by this Division lias been submitted to the Departmental Committee r ; 
on Security Witnesses, This includes information concerning some * 
witnesses not reflected in u\y mdracrandum of March 11 to the Attorney 
General;, ‘.'.V’-. -V; u ’ ''< :V-".v : >-'A. y 


Attorneys in this Division are compiling .information which 
might reflect upon the credibility of Government witnesses hereto- . . .. .. 
fore used in Smith Act, perjury, falsefstatement and other internal ! ‘-- 
security prosecutions, and are forwarding summaries of tliis informa- 
tion to the Departmental Committee ;on Security Witnesses, . As this 
additional/information is forwarded to : the ;pp«imittee'h copies thereof:'’ M 


was called as a Government witness 
rosecution, 
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yy; •"/< . ; ]jThe. -U, S, Civil Servioe..Corinaisslon's ? lriteniational*;Organiaations 
Employees Loyalty Board conducted a bearing'in the .case of Dr. Bunche at 
New Xork City ;in % :i I '*>■ 

; •-■■•^ ' ,■ y /■ >-*$«&.-^v KifeftWm* ify ••• •.• ii* 

- -- - -— ■ ■ ^witnesses ,an = this .hearing and 

■'•• i r\_' -' ‘ L „ j Vu—1*— —X „t:_- 


testified .that- inflate‘ 193U,':br;.early'i?35y''Pr <T.Bunchejhad ibeen mentdoned 
bynames W. 1’ord* at/meetings'.of-, the Communist'Party's-Negro^Commission ‘MV 
as'-a';Comraunist ;Partv'member*‘ v iBoth Patterson and Johnson claimed to ! have 




-aowriomm -im 












led e level strategy meeting which was held 

of fice J - n W ' £L3 * 1 i ngt on,' D. C •, at ab.ou t ih e time 

:onferenco o^Tn^TconoHc status of the Negro which >as held : 

I J" University# : 'i;.They. testified that ■}. 

mche, and others were present at this meeting " ' 

concernec^Sse^^TOh Communist Party strategy in forming a'i^V. 
l front amongjthe Negro peoples; 'f They .'aIso described a meet- 
' the.home of Dr# Bunche'immediately after, the .conference in the ; 
office to discuss establishment’-of,'a National Congress for Negro 
, attended by.both'Party and hon-Party members# - The occurrence 


W ‘i-.-.u 


iinSH 


.jbpeared at ihe;:h.'earings' as a wit- ; 1 
^activities in connection'with the 
land affirmed his'.past'meint^^^^^ 
Tmself was ; in contact with | 
stated that; he':Had no .khoirxeage^ffl 
Jjyj^n the ‘Communist at the 

M. According to’^^^B Dr. Bun' 


voluntarily,: a; 


omniums 


t that;time 


howeve: 


ever of 

time' ofB 

was 

ber.or• sympathizer of. the C ommuhis t 


n 1953>^in an 'interview with the,Bureau, denied having 

. been a member of .the Communist Party .or having evai^ittended a meeting 
(■* of the Communist*;-leaders.‘-pThisi)wasVih direct conflict with ..his testi- 

: moiiy at ’ .the.• h earing. *StC* V• 4| ' : • -i- 1 «• ‘h ; -j^VtV 

. "j. ^^This Divlsion concluded that there was insufficient evidence, 
to bring .'an‘action for perjury against any of the individuals who'gave 

. Pnnrii/'t.inn ■-4 , .g*:4‘.t iwrtnw a+ +ha Vi anT.ir.1i-' i ' 1 . ’ ' "• - - ' "■ ' - ' 


#(&»■ 


conflicting-testimony at the hearing 


i '; ; V A reappraisal of the‘reliability of: Patterson : and. Johnson was 
ft, recently-’made with' regard .to .'.their proposed testimony-in-several cases ft 
^. : wliich are,'presently under consideration for .prosecution#i^In ; all of 
;:fiithese cases \ there is corroboration of* the statements .‘madeiby .^Patters on :-h': 
>| j and ;J ohnson.’: and -the only - ques Pattersor 

ft in connection with the c'aoo offlHHHSSHBKjL wherein 


* ^V7* A i ? 

tx'j&'te ?* 






i carelul consideration, this Utvis i on conoludeaT/Ti^^Tnert^Iaa no •{}•-.! '^fb, 
.‘reason to question the reliability.of Patterson and>Johnson vith 

-respect to the information they had furnished regardirig.these cases* 

y* .. vv:* * .. •’}*£ *; iV£- .* *>-:■.»: ■ -.> ■ :, i?< 

-' • - ‘ V * = ;Y^ V; 

:.y On March 9, 1955/ this Division concluded that in any-future 1 '' 

-proceeding the^ihformation supplied by Patterson or .Johnson'with regard 
thereto‘should be meticulously scrutinized, end that every possible..-. :/>: 
. effort -should be made to eliminate .the necessity of calling these Yii 
.individuals as Gover nrn en t witneese s in inte rnal c.ecurity-cases. How- y 
. ever,' in any. instance 'in which Patterson or Johnson is a.necessary and 
material uritness and in which there'is/corroborating evidenceor .other'/: 
' indication as to 'the accuracy of ■ their information,. it may well 
necessary in the interests of justice to utili ze them as witnesse s/ ' / .: 


ailed as a Government witness in the :case of 


tes tifie d as. a .Government ‘ wit ness ’ in. t he] 


prosecution 


t ■ V -» '■ l* 

* ^ + : :«>-*♦ i 


mitteey 

approximately 

* 
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reviewed tbs toftwwlka ftumlaho4 ly RS5 rel&ta «s 
font nmtlmd Ms use m a future SmnanA vltane, 
thereof » leeaawiWIud that to be doored for 
future ms* m such witness* 


; r - V- 

■SSu^ogl^tos nvl 

‘toWt/m*** c 

«ad7c^E^?«sia 


K* Cocnltteo discussed tta future uee of 011 * 

Oo varw at witness* Tt» follovli^j tofonafttltw cou&ilud from data 
reflecting oa Ms credibility ea&edttod by 3ift cud I£B # looludir^ 
{reports furnished by tbs 7E2, was reviewed sad sonsidexadi 




ft- 
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( 1 ) 



_diSooittlrsuftne* as an infbmant to the Durwau 

view of various Indlsorwtlonw mi hie pert such as 
drinking hmiVUjr and revealing to s ftoailo cos^oRiou 
that he voki furnishing inftowtion to the Duneu «n- 
cesmina CosammiSt MtlvItto* end vwrlauw ellCt^atlons 
of lntoxlr«tlcKi pert* 


(£) 





[tsetlBocy in ttoj__ 

In aocob respect* frou l ni arr.*lion to isao eub~ 
wlttod to the FJH 'over the ytmre,' end in one materiel 
Instance wes la coatradlctlon to wtot be hoi furnished 
the Bureau* 


r ^ ' ' i. \ *V * 



On the heels cf ^^^^3rugcrla<i' information the Coamittcc unanlepf ly 
rwcewansrds that VJHH not be used as e Oovwraaent witness unlasa 1c 
a specif lo case mS^« vUl WtUT/ u Is sssootlal and Is corrob¬ 
orated fsow Independent souras* whether aAaJLsslbls or not- Decision 
to (to was hire dull to the responsibility of the usings division* 
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Pe/sone __ 

Romeo _; 

Tamm __ 

Sizoo_ 

Tinterrowd_ 

Tele. Room _ 
Holloman_ 


Minutes of the meeting of the above Committee on 
May 12, 1955. have been received. 




The Committee designated Criminal 

Division, to prepare a letter for tneDeput^^Utorney General's 
signature addressed to all U. S. Attorneys advising that if 
from information at hand concerning any proposed witness 
adverse facts are present which cause the trial attorney to 
reasonably question the reliability'of the witness, he should 
request the Department for advice as to whether the witness 


should be used. 


Service repress 



wh^wa^r^L^se d^^o^re 


unco-operatAve Jttltude as a result 


.Immigration and Naturalization 
ve, advised the Committee that the Commissioner, 
ecure a position in private industry for 
is the former INS informant and witness 
gular employment and who adopted :pn 


O 


.A' 


The Coramittee^discu^sed the derogatory information 

with respect to ManningHjohns jm an^ deferred decision as " L 

his future use as a Government witness until the next raee 
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2 MAY 25 1955 
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present* 


Criminal Division 


Iha CosaHitUe not'at ZtOO p.m. in *11 FBI WnWjJJJI 

I “°* *. t p jna A 

isvvr 

| advised the Comittee concerning copies of two nouoranda, 
^tedMay to the Attorney General fcy tl» Director, 

f'iil, rocerdlnt>a||^m|^H| reported turnabout witness. It vaa con¬ 
cluded that tv’.iuw^Smndum required Coranlttee action and that 
they should be retained in the. Couolttee file. 


advised the Corralt^ee concerning aenorendua dated Kay Uj 
rcoocd to the Deputy AttorrcWJenora^jn^hfl 

dtp posed 9j| *" *' ' /’ ! fin-1 m 
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eternal Security Division furnished 
with copies of «eaorG$diaa dated Huy 5, . 
Attorney General, Internal Security Divi¬ 
sion, to the Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, concern¬ 
ing witnesses used in subversive activities eases* 


I.TnjPWTt® 


ID* The Corsaifctee discussed the derogatory information submitted with 
respect to Manning John son-and deferred decision so to his future 
use oi a covenant witness until the next Meeting* 


The meeting adjourned at U»30 p*m» 
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Criminal Division 


71* Cowltte® art at Si00 p.a. Id K SUHClASSinm JU> 
Hoc* K »30 st tbs DpjJArtwnt n 

■ 

Coonlttoo approved the attached draft of latter for the Deputy Attorney 
General's signature to all U. 6, Attorneys regard! rt<j procedure to be 
followed by U. 6* Attorueyo in using foxtsrr Cooz&unlst fruity sxK&ere 
«s witnesses. /It was decided that tb* draft should Uj presented to 
tbs Deputy Attorn©}' General by tho Counlttes • 


P submitted the attached susnuiei of derogatory Infomatlon 
l^tESpossesslou of the Internal bscurlty Division regarding ti'*e 
following witnesses; * V. 


MsSUb*- 1 ' 

■■■■■Podrieed the Ccan&ttee that oil derogatory lcforBatlonln th* , 
^sseselon of the Internal Security Division concerning farmr Cosnunist 
witnesses bed been furnished tbs Criminal Division and UK. fie stated 
that all dorogrtory inf Croat loo received by the Internal Security 
Division In the futurs will be furnished the 7BI, Criminal Division 

«nd m . ’ ■" : 1 7 _.s 


P advised the Coomlttee that all derogatory information rs 
by the Criminal Division concerning witnesses who have been 
Jrt party neAbers received fcca sources other than the JBI, 
i ww i dr l ty Division will be furnished to the Bureau, 

KOT 
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Reurlet dated June 6, 1956* 

Bureau files, reflect that on May 19, 1955, 
the Departmental Committee on Security Witnesses 
concluded that Manning' Johnson may be used as a 
Government witness in any instance in which he is 
a desirable and material witness and in which his 
testimony is to be corroborated* In view of the 
fact that JohfitiOi^tiLfi^iiAde' the specific a 

as a member of th^ 
or tne Communist Party (Cl 
le state or new York and that he observed^ 
at CP meetings on many occasions during the 
Johnson should be interviewed for specific details 
concerning his knowledge of the subject*s CP 
activities* An effort should be made to determine 
through the interview of Johnson the identities 
of other individuals 1^0 could corroborate information 
furnished by Johnson* Every logical effort should be 
made to secure such corroboration from additional 
witnesses* 




be given 



Continuous and expeditious attention should 
his matter* 


a. 


cq/- 100-55627 {Manning Johnson) 


YELLOW: Subject is on SI.yPossible prosecution based 
on his testimony before md^^^^ession of Senate 
Internal Subcommittee 
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Assistant Attorney General 
William F* Tompkj.ua 


June 21, 19^6 


Director, IB I 
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Assistant United States Attorney Thomas A, 
Bolan, Southern District of New Zork, advised that the 
subject is being prosecuted in the Southern District 
of Hew York for making a false statement at an 
Immigration and naturalisation proceeding* In connection 
with this case, hr, Bolan advised thai^n^^^am^^'lng 
fie prospective Government witnesses, J| 
and Manning Johnson, Hr, Bolan has requesTecHHmSrmation 
concerning then, .. /* 


H I 

1 

i 

rJ.‘ U<'J 

!*v-' 'V-Ai 


ifilPilfi 


cleared for future use as a government 
witness by the Departmental Commit tee on Security Witnesses! yz Tf%; 
according to the minutes of the meeting of that commit tea ! 
on April 26, 1955* • . 

:: . . ''.-f ? --t 

The Departmental Committee on Security Witne 3se$yyi%$ 
according to the minutes of a meeting on May 19, 1955, 
concluded that Manning Johnson may be used as a Government T V 
witriess in any instance in which ho is a desirable and . %' 

material witness and what he will testify to Is corroborated,t>-^ 

Mr, Bolan will be furnished the above information 
and it will be suggested to him that any question regarding 
the utilization of these individuals as witnesses should be ( 
taken up with the Department of Justice, 


Information regarding Johnson and* 
Uy^f the Department, Also, FBI f 
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Furnish the informatioiy^^alan. Advise him 
that the background of Johnson andlHHa is known to the 
Department and the Immigration and Naturalization Service and 
suggest any questions regarding them should be addressed to 


the' D ep ar t meat, 
'cc~100-55622_£fl 
cc-6l-15Vf 1 
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Mr. A. ff. Belmont 


Uecember i.2, 7956 
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D£/>JiinrfJK»£ COMMITTEE Off 
SECUHITY WITNESSES 
Bufile 100-419105 


The minutes of the above committee dated . 
Deocmber 3, 1956, have been received and reuiewedJjlJ 


Tlu^^^^^^^^^gnsidered the Supreme Court 
decision inHHHHct oJ y. USA in which the 
Supreme Cou^^r^fovemoe^a, 1956, remanded ijretantv 
case to the District Court for trial de ncvo.U2f) (Jl 
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committee recommended that cases in which 
testified as a government xitness or cases 
in tKe aEmTnTstrative propose be remanded to the appropriate 
administrative body, court or agency for such action as .H^L 
may be consistent with the decision of the Supreme Courtl$(l£jl 
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The Immigration $nd Naturalisation Service (Iff3) 
advised the testimony of witness, Manning Johnson (cleared 
by the committee May 19, 1955) in the case of the 
Communist Party, USA, before the Subversive Activities i 
Control Board had been expunged by the board and 
requested advice of the aommtttee regarding further f£'F (, £V. 

use of Johnson as a witness. The Internal Security Divio ion * 
will check details regarding the expulsion of Johnson *e 
testimony and will advise the committee dn order that it 
may consider the request of the IffS • (y/j/t/) 

1^X^100-5562? fManning Jo) 
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DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE OH SECURITY WITNESSES 
MINUTES OF MEETING OF DECEMBER. 3.. 1956 


Present: 



- Criminal Division 

- Internal Security Division 


- Immigration and Naturalization 

in m information contains* Service 

t*£REttt IS UieUSSJHED 'y - ^ 



) 

The Committee met at 2:30 p.m. in 
Room 2113 at the Department 

lttee considered the Supreme Co^W _ tfecision in 
. USA decldgiOi^Jh^^npreme Court on 
in v hich VHHHH testified for the 
nmeno, remanding to th^iS^Tri^^Tourt for trial de novo. 



The Committee recommende^^^^ cased under the Jurisdiction of 
the Department in whichhas testified as a government 
witness be remanded to tn^approprlate administrative body or 
court for such further action as may be consistent with the 
decision of the Supreme Court. The Committee further recom¬ 
mended that cases in the administrative process, e.g. Immi¬ 
gration and Naturalization Service cases, be remanded to the 
administrative officer who heard the case originally for 
action to conform with the decision of the Supreme Court in 
remanding the case of the Communist Party USA v. Subversive 
Activities Control Board toV’that Board (3?1 U.S. 11?). 

2. The Criminal Division called the attention of the Committee to 

it had received from the United States Attorney 
casting a question as to the credibility ofl 
ana"dvlsed that It is compiling detailed information 
regarding this witness and will submit It to the Committee 
when completed. 

The Immigration and Naturalization Service advised the 
Committee that it had been informed that the testimony of 
witness Manning Johnson in the case of the Communist Party USA 



* 4 





i ! 



M . \ 

♦ t ,<^ i 




before the Subversive Activities Control Board had ..been 
expunged by the Board as a result of court action. Accord¬ 
ingly, the Service requested advice- from the Committee as 
to the effect of this action upon future utilization of 
Manning Johnson and whether the Committee*s decision of 
May 19, 1955 clearing this witness for utilization should 
be reconsidered. The Internal Security Division stated 
that It will compile the details surrounding this expunge¬ 
ment of Johnson*h testimony...and will advise the Committee 
in order that it may consider the request of the Immigra¬ 
tion and Naturalization Service. 



W ^ H 1 





The meeting adjourned at ?j 00 p.ra. 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

‘ # - l" .m .3 # 1 , ’ 1 I . a" * 

Director, FBI 




April 23, 1959 


69303 
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J-fJ' 




FREDERICK WOODROW STOVER v. 

CENTRAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
(LIBEL SiltT) ; 

/^flSwn^oHNSw • '. ■ m, iiu-oRKA^^f'^r J . V ■: 

• DEFENSE WITNESS ' main IS' 

.* . nATEr-Jtifc**—•— -rrrraz.g t m 

There is attached hereto an AuttnStat of a letter to the 
Bureau from Attorney George Cosson Of Dea Moines, Iowa, Cosson 
represented Frederick Woodrow Stover in connection with Stover 1 s 
recent libel suit against the Central Broadcasting Company. 




l 

& 

V! 

Ns! 


In February* 1954, Radio Station WHO, Des Moines* : r . 
broadcast a program entitled "The Last Man Oat,’ 1 During this ••■'■ 
program, former Communist Party member Helen Wood Birnie identified 
Stover as a secret Communist Party member. In February,'1959, Stover,fr) 
who denied that he had ever been a Communist Party member, sued the . 
Central Broadcasting Company in the'Polk County District Court, Iowa, 
for libel, Stover sought damages in the amount of $350*000. Manning h 
Johnson, a former.Bureau Informant* appeared as a defense witness at 5 
the trial and testified that Stover had attended a Communist Party 
national committee meeting In New /York City in 1933. > On March 13* 

1958* a verdict was returned in favor.of the Central Broadcasting n 
Coop any, /. ■ v ■. u :r r r- . a 



Iowa and 


- - H 

__ . _ _ i © . 

George Cosson is a fonfer Attorney General.; of - the'State bf 
a former unsuccessful cfadidate for the Hniidd ^Itaraa'Sen'alfcl 



100-55637 



3 - Omaha (Enclosure)(See note page 2) . 

NOTE ON YELLOW: See memo to Belmont 4/21/59 re 

same caption - EBRipat . \.i 
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Assist eat Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 


69304 




With reference to Manning Johnson, the Internal Security 
Division is completely cognizant of his background, it being noted . 
that the question of his utilization as a witness for the 
Government has been the subject of numerous discussions before the 
Interdepartmental Committee on Security Witnesses^ 

s The Special Agent in Charge of this Bureau’s Omaha." 
Nebraska, Office Is being instructed to orally acknowledge the K 
receipt of Cosson'* letter to the Bureau and to advise him that •» 
neither Johnson nor any other Bureau informant has been instructed 
to deny his relationship with this Bureau while under oath, Cosson 
will be further advised that the FBI will not interject itself 'in' 
any atate matter but that since Johnson has been utilized as a v 
Government witness in several cases, some of which may still be '• 
pending* a copy of Cosson’a letter has been transmitted to the 
Internal Security Division of the Department* '; '; J* * * ^ ' 

. * ’ . t : t'V***' • ,V 5 • 

This memo random is being transmitted for the information 
of the Internal Security Division since Cosson may correspond 
directly with the Department in this;matter. ■" ' ' ' n ‘ ^ 


enclosure 


f _.__ +3^!: ?? ar yange to immediately contact George Y ' . 

22 ? 12 ***._^ceipt of his letter to the 

Cnll 12*«SnI?? 5 * 41 ! ? f 5 hiis Jttached for your information;'^'' ‘ 

Si»T*2 ed tJlat ® c ^her Manning Johnson nor any other 
informant of the FBI has ever been instructed to deny under oath his 

FBi a Ii?i S !lI$ T 1 !* 1 ,S°? son siM) uld be further advised that the 

Johnlftl 1i P elf *S to atat ? * a tter but that since 
fSf u een as a ?° v ®mment witness in several cases. 

2^-.J 11 !S 11 «till be pending, the Bureau has sent a Copy of iis 

'Purity Division of the Department of Justice 
thia C mJtt V dealre t0 contllct that Division with reference to 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 


lIV IkltJPTB 


For your additional information, Manning Johnson 
was a Communist Party member from 1930 to 1939 and was used 
as a paid Bureau informant from April, 1942, to February, 1944, 
at which time he went into the United States Navy* He has not 
been used as an informant since that time but has been contacted * 
from time to time for information regarding communist matters. 

After his discharge from the Navy, he was extensively utilized 
by the Immigration and NaturalizAtion Service and also testified 
in several state trials, V/-W ; f ' - L ‘ 

. * T “ ~ V :. ■ r f ^ ^ 1 ! : * . ^ ^ J ’ ■ 11 1 * 

He appeared as a Government witness in the first New York 
Smith Act trial and later at the hearing against the CPUSA before 
the Subversive Activities Control Board. His testimony at this latter 
hearing was stricken by the SACB at the request of the Government 
following the remand of the case by the Supreme Court, 

In February, 1957, the Interdepartmental Committee on 
Security Witnesses considered Johnson*s case and decided not to -h 
utilize him as a witness for the*Goverament In any future cases, / - 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

Director, FBI 


May 7, 1959 


FREDERICK WOODROW STOVER v.- 
CENTRAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
LIBEL SUIT 


( DEFE 


ING JOHNSON 
DEFENSE WITNESS—-' 


r 11 1 \ i> V*AVIOa --■ * '. 

KEEBIH cs4fi*"w 

- Ui "- i — .. 

Reference is made to this Bureau 1 s memorandum 
dated April 22, 1959, regarding the inquiry received from 
Attorney George Cosson, Des Moines. Iowa, who is representing 
Frederick Woodrow Stover in Stover's suit against the Central a 
Broadcasting Company.' "A copy of Cosson*s letter to the Bureau 
was transmitted to the Internal Security Division by referenced 


memorandum. 


:) 


On April 29, 1959, Special Agent in Charge Joseph E, 
Thornton of this Bureau*s Omaha Office personally contacted 
Mr. Cosson and advised him that neither Manning Johnson nor 
any other informant of the FBI has ever been instructed to 
deny under oath his relationship with the FBI; that the FBI 
will not interject itself into any state matter, and that the 
Bureau had sent a copy of his, Cosson*s, letter to the 
Internal Security Division of the Department of Justicevsince 
Manning Johnson has been utilized ih the past as a witness by 
the Department of Justice. 

It Is not known whether Mr. Cosson will contact 
the Internal Security Division regarding this matter. 
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Belmont . 
Mohr_ 



NOTE ON YELLOW: Manning Johnson, ,a former Bureau informant^ 
testified for the Central Broadcasting Company (CBC) regarding 
the communist background of Frederick Stover. Stover T s attorney, 

George Cosson, advised the Bureau by letter 4-17-59 that Johnson 
admitted during cross-examination that he had been.ehargddwwtfch 
perjury during a prior trial and that his excuse for giving perjured 
testimony was that he had given an oath to the FBI not to divulge 
his relationship with the Bureai*. Cosson*s letter indicated an . 
obvious attemnJ^t^^ee^^BI help In an effort to secure a new trial 
for Stover. to Belmont 4/21/59 recommended that 

tact Cosson and straighten him out. A copy of Cosson T : 
letter transmitted to ISD by letter 4/22/59 and ISD apprised of all 
ts regarding this situation. 
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. Director, FBI 


„ . .SAC, Omaha 

'••f.'-V - . , 

-' FREDERICK WOODROW STOVER V. 

- CENTRAL BROADCASTING COMPANY . 
4* r-'A (LIBEL SUIT) 

0 

• MANNING J OHNSON . 

DEFENSE WITNESS 

4 




* 


5/1/59 






‘ j ReBulet to Assistant Attorney General, Internal 

• Security Division, dated -4/22/59,- captioned os above. 

! SAC Joseph E. Thorhton personally called on attorney 
GEORGE COSSON st his office-;' 1014 Savings end Loan Building, 
Des Moines, Iowa, on April 29, 1959, at which time the 
instructions eet forth by the Bureau for the Omaha Division 
were followed, namely: 


i 

‘ C 


(l) Mr. COSSON was advised that neither MANNING 
J.QHNSON nor any other informant of the FBI has ever been 
/instructed to deny under.oath his relationship with the FBI. 


. '(2) .7 Mr. COSSO^was advised the FBI will, not 

interject itself into - any state' matter. 


(3) Mr. COSSON was advised the Bureau hod Eent a 
copy of his letter to the Internal Security Division of the 
Department of Juatice since MANNING JOHNSON has been utilized 
as a government witness. 


Mr. COSSON is quite elderly and quite genteel and 
was most appreciative of the fact a representative of the FBI 
called upon him In regard to this matter. It was, quite difficult 
- to make him understand SAC Jfhomton was from Omaha end not from 
' Washington, D.C., and he was prnn & to lnnist SAC .T hornton should 
l£ " wait until the return of his Bon,P 
to the office was quite Indefinite? 



whose return 
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SAC, NEW YORK (65-10519) 
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- Former 
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For the completion of files, the Bureau Is 
advised that according to an article appearing in the 
"New York Amsterdam News”, dated 7/11/59, MANNING 
JOHNSON died following an automobile accident while 
on the West Coast on a lecture ifour. The article 
r statesvthat the c ause of death was' attributed to a 
heart ailmen t. The article doe^s not set out the 
exact date and place of MANNING'S death. 
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o whom he 

, advised him it was his automobile 

ding whe n Manning 
was driving 
the car up a mountain and a car came down 
and almost hit them and the son had to swerve 
and the car went over a cliff. Johnson had 
a vertebrae fractured. It apparently wasn't 
too serious and he was to befeleased from 
the hospital in a cast/a few days, but on 
Thursday, a week ago, he had just asked the 
nurse for something and she turned away and 
he fell back in his chair dead. An autopsy 
showed he had serious hardening of the 
arteries and that a artery of the heart failed. 


The body is still at Tillie's Funeral Home at 
San Bernardino, California, and he is trying to 
get enough money to ship him to Arlington. 


As'far as he is concerned he is satisfied there~ 
was no foul play. If you learn anything to the ,j 
contrary, he would like to know. 
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Led Turbulent Life 
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SAN BERNAHDINO, Calif,* 
July 25 CAP).—In his 51 turbu- 
lent years* Manning Johnson’ 
had been: 1 V ■' IV - 

1 A Communist, an undercover 
agent for the FBI* a Navy en- 
listed man* a Justly *Depart- 
Wnt consultant and "a militant 
:foe of some Negro integration- 
tsts—although he himself was 
a Negro, 

Although his name once was 
in headlines because of his tes¬ 
timony in the Harry Bridges 
and Gerhart Eisler trials* only 
a few people attended his mili¬ 
tary, funeral yesterday. 

Mr. Johnson died July 2 of 
a heart ailment in a Lake Ar¬ 
rowhead. Cahf*i hospital* r - 

A spokesman for the mor¬ 
tuary which , conducted the 
burial said the funeral was de¬ 
layed because ' approval—and 
money—was needed from his 
wife* Mrs, Mae Johnson of 
New York. His wife did not 
attend the rites*, ■ ';’t -J 

Native of District * ■' * 

Mr. Johnson, + a native of 
Washington, D. C,/joined the 
Communist Party in the 1930s, 
attracted by the Reds’ clamor 
for equal rights for Negroes.* 

Disillusioned with c^mmu- 


MANNING-JOHNSON 


of Communist spy Gerhart| 
Eisler, who later Jumped bail! 
and fled to East Germany, 

Mr* Johnson left the Justice 
Department about / five years 
ago after a Supreme Court de¬ 
cision complained his testimony 
was "/'tainted"—implying r he 
had a conflict of interest be¬ 
cause of his paid status , with 
the department* ; ^ ; - r 

^- Worked as Lecturer "i 1 

In recent years, he, worked 
as a lecturer and researcher 
for conservative magazines* :' 

published a book, /'Color, 
Communism *. and * Common 
Sense/' a year agd* It + decried 
efforts^ of, some Negroes for 
total assimilation with whites, 
urging ' that the colored race 
strive for a dignified status 
separate from that of the white 
race* A* ‘ 

. He contended: *_Td rather be 


nlsm H s methods and goals* he 
but was per- 


tried to quit, 
suaded to remain by the FBI* 
which used him as an under¬ 
cover agent, He officially broke 
with the party and Joined the 
Navy during’World War H, 
After his discharge, he was 
hired as an expert witness and 
researcher' by the Justice De¬ 
partment* . * . 1 


The Washington Post and_„ 
Times Herald 

The Washington Dally News 

The Evening Star jj f V- 

New York Herald Tribune _ 
New York Journal-American 

New York Mirror_ 

New York Daily News-—_ 

New York Post.__ 

The New York Timee-- 
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Foe ^ 
Of Reds, Dies- • 

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif.^uly 25 sparsely 

attende(j^ri31Uai'y funeral yesterday ended the career of 
Manningdohnson. Negro leader and onetime Communist 
organizer who later became art FBI undercover agent, 


Mr, Johnson, 51 f died July 
2 of a heart ailment. But a 
spokesman for 
the mortuary 
which eon- 
ducted the bur* 
ial said Inter¬ 
ment was de¬ 
layed because 
consent was 
needed from 
his wife, Mae 
Johnson of 
New York City, 

Mr, 'Johnson £Ir. Johnson 
testified in numerous un-Amer« 
lean Activities Committee 
hearings and stale anti-Com- 
munist legislative sessions. 

He was a key witness in the 
1949 perjury trial of Harry 
Bridges, president of the Inter* 
national Longshoremen-Ware- 
Musemen’s Union, accused of 



- * - 

* * t 

lying at his 1945 naturalisation 
hearing. ^ / . 

Mi\ Johnson, a native p f 
Washington, D, C» , joined the 
Communist Party in the iSZOp. 
He 'became a Party organizer 
in Buffalo, but later'expressed 
disillusionment ? w*i t h the 
Party’s methods and goals, 4 
He tried to quit the Party 
but was persuaded to remain 
a member by the Federal Bu¬ 
reau of Investigation, which 
used him as an undercover 
agent He finally broke.with 
the Party during World War 
II and joined the Navy, 

Shortly after his Iftscharge, 
Mr, Johnson was hired by the 
Department of Justice as an 1 * 
“expert " witness and re-j 
searcher.” 

Mr. Johnson was an out¬ 
spoken foe of the National As¬ 
sociation for the Advancement 
or Colored People. He' de¬ 
clared over-ardent Negro in* 
r tegrationists were hurting 
i their own cause. 
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/ MANNING JOHNSON, 51 
whose glib testimony as an 
ex-FJQl undercoverman, ruin* 
eel $<f many careers, was 
burieli at San Bernariino, 
CahflJast week with nolone 
to mourn his passingJ His 
wife,Mrs. Mac Johnson H of 
NYC did not even attend. His 
death oecnred xsn July 2 . 
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ESPIONAGE AND INTERNAL SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS 
(Full Utilization of Confidential Informants 
and Sources of Information) 


SUBJECT 


In order to streamline our procedures for the 
purpose of realizing maximum economy and efficiency, captioned 
program will henceforth he limited to inclusion of cooperative 
individuals having other than a local knowledge of: 

\ — 

j , l • Communist “bloc: espionage activities in the 

/ / United States.or abroad; 


2 . Communist-bloc official personnel 


The Lenin School 


4. The Abraham Lincoln Brigade 


Albuquerque 

Anchorage 

Atlanta 

Baltimore 

Birmingham 

Boston 

Buffalo 

Butte 

Charlotte 

Chicago 

Cineinnati 

Cleveland 

Dallas 

Denver 

Detroit 

El Paso 

Honolulu 

Houston 


Indianapol is 
Jacksonville 
Kansas City 
Knoxville 
Little Rock 
Los Angeles 
Louisville 
Memphis 
Miami 
Milwaukee 
Minneapolis 
Mobile 
Newark 
•New 1 ,'Haven 
New Orleans 
New York 
Norfolk ^^ 


Oklahoma City 
Omaha 

Phi lade Iphia 

Phoenix 

Pittsburgh 

Portland 

Richmond 

St, Louis 

Salt Lake City 

San Antonio 

San Diego 

San Francisco 

San Juan 

Savannah 

Seattle 

Springfield 

Washington Field 
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Letter to SAC, Albany 

Re: ESPIONAGE AND INTERNAL SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS 
(Full Utilization of Confidential Informants 
and Sources of Information) 

66-18772 ArtotnifT -■ 


A reanalysis of individuals currently included under 
this program has been made and the following listed persons 
not falling within the above categories should be deleted: 


grins 


The following additional changes should be made 
concerning individuals previously included in this program 





* , 


Mr* A.- H. Belmont 


April 21, 1959 




FREDERICK WOODROW STOVER v. 
CENTRAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
(LIBEL SUIT) 


iSffiSS? ATT, r-ISOLATION COiJTAj.m-D \ g 

DEFENSE WITNESS few IS WSJSOTjV„ $ 

SOifiESISi - ; <V, 

In Febnuary, 1954, Stover identified as secret Communist Party j 
(CP) member in program over Des Moines.radio station, Stover sued . \ <0 
Central Broadcasting Company (CBD) in Polk County Court. Iowa, for ^ 

$250,000 for libel. Former Bureau informant Manning Johnson testified ^ 
for CBC at trial that Stover attended CP meeting in New York in 1933, , 

Verdict returned against Stover on March 12, 1959. Stover subject of 
security investigation by Bureau but removed from Security Index in 1955 £ 

for failure to meet Standards for Inclusion therein, . £ 

By letter April 17, 1959. George Cosson, Stovers attorney, £ 

commented regarding Johnson*s testimony Including admission by Johnson g 

that he had been charged with perjury during prior testimony. Cosson*s g 
letter stated Johnson*s excuse for giving perjured testimony was that o 
he had given oath to FBI, Cosson Suggested Director furnish him a “ 
statement for submission to court during forthcoming argument finr motion 
for new trial. Bureaus files identify Cosson as former Iowa Attorney 
General. Cosson*s name has appeared on petitions requesting Presidential 
amnesty for Smith Act defendants and for repeal of McCarran Act. 

Manning Johnson was expelled from CP in 1939 and utilized as 

? aid Bureau informant from 1942 to 1944; has testified extensively for 
(migration and Naturalization Service (INS) and at first New York Smith 
Act trial and in CP case before Subversive Activities Control Board(SACB)i 
In February, 1957, Department decided Johnson should not be further 
.utilized as Government witness, ' r-. V 

DBSERVAIIMS: . 

A Johnson's alleged perjuiy committed at INS hearing in 1948, 

Jmen he denied he had furnished information to Government agencies," This 
/^testimony challenged daring cross-examination of Johnson St Steve Nelson 
£ state sedition trial In April, 1951, In Pittsburgh* Johnson admitted 
so testifying but claimed he did so to avoid disclosing former confidential 
mature of relationship with FBI, Department was furnished facts regarding 
alleged perjury hr Johnson and was further advised neither Johnson nor any 
other informant had ever been instructed to deny relationship with FBI 
under oath, Cosson obviously seeking FBI help in efforts to secure new , 
trial for Stover. Stover casettnxely state matter)jand Bureau should not 
interject Itself In any way. - L 

Enclosure cf 1 -100-368738 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: FREDERICK WOODROW STOVER v. CBC 
* MANNING JOHNSON 
100-368738 
100-55627 

mm mmm i ' ’ ’ . - • 

i # ‘r ' 1 f \ & 1 „ ’ _ i . - 1 «, 

1) That the SAC or the ASAC at Omaha be Instructed to 
contact Attorney Cosson and to orally acknowledge his letter to the 
Director. Cosson should be further advised that Johnson was never 
instructed by the FBI to lie under oath regarding his relationship 
with the Bureau. However, the Bureau will not become involved in 
a state case and inasmuch as Johnson has been utilized as a witness 
in several cases handled by the Department of Justice, the Bureau 
•has transmitted a copy of his, Cosson T s.letter to the Internal 
* Security Division of the Department of Justice. It should be 
pointed out to Cosson that he may.' if he so desires, contact the 
internal Security Division directly regarding this matter. 



- * -r * i * * *■ 

2) That the attached memorandum be transmitted to the 
Internal Security Division enclosing a copy of Cosson*s letter and 
advising the Internal Security Division that Cosson Is being advised 
of this fact and is being further advised he may wish to contact 
the Internal Security Division. 



A detailed memorandum is attached. 


V 



Mr.. A.: H., Belmont 


April 21, 1959 


FREDERICK WOODROW STOVER v. 

CENTRAL BROADCASTING COMPANY .. 

(LIBEL SUIT) - ■ 

HANNING JOHNSON . H&INE?tlfti?'\ 

DEFENSE WITNESS ' DATH fcrUx '“‘li : 1 - 
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By letter April 17, 1959, George Cosson, a Des Moines, 

Iowa,> attorney,* wrote to tlie Bureau regarding the captioned libel 
suit in which he, Cosson, is defending Stover. Cosson commented 
on the testimony of defense witness Manning Johnson (a former Bureau 
informant) during which Johnson.admitted he had been charged with 
perjury in the case 351 U.S, 115 (The Communist Party, USA, case 
before the Subversive Activities Control Board). Cosson related 
that Johnson made the statement, N I would do it a thousand times 
if the interest of my country required it.* Cosson*s letter 
stated that Johnson* s excuse for giving perjured testimony was 
that he had given an oath to the rBI. Cosson stated he feels absolutely.: 
certain that no such oath was required of Johnson and he suggests £ 

that the Director might desire to furnish a statement which ne. 

Cosson, might submit to the court during the argument on a motion for 
a new trial. Cosson stated that he feels the court wouldHike to 
have such a statement and that it should be given in justification 
of the Bureau. 
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